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More Collocations 
Collocations are words that are often used together. Expanding your vocabulary by learning common 

collocations can help to boost your score in the TOEIC test. 

 

Exercise 1 

Complete the text with these verbs. 

 

 

 

Although many green energy companies 
1.

 ___________ a time of crisis and mounting debts, PRC 

International today posted record profits. In fact, the company looks set to 
2.

 ___________ against the 

odds and will soon emerge as Europe’s leading producer of biofuels. This is the conclusion of bioenergy 

expert Todd Matthews, who puts PRC International’s success down to its ability to 
3.

 ___________ a 

constantly changing energy environment. “The management at PRC really wants to 

4.
 ___________ well, and the board is absolutely committed to bioenergy,” Matthews adds. What’s more, 

they are not afraid to 
5.

 ___________ hard, and have shown they can 
6.

 ___________ decisive action 

when necessary. While rival companies 
7.

 ___________ to survive, PRC International plans to 

8.
 ___________ its success by expanding further into Eastern Europe in the coming year. 

 

Exercise 2

Underline the correct collocation. 

1. Flights in and out of the airport were canceled due to deep/thick/wide fog. 

2. Julie made a list of our e-mail addresses so we could all have/develop/keep in touch after the course. 

3. It is with great/vast/brave sadness that I announce the resignation of our president, Jake Harkins. 

4. The kitchen and bathroom were heavily/absolutely/completely refurbished before the house was sold. 

5. If you don’t like the work you are doing, why don’t you break/change/desert jobs? 

build on face  work  succeed 

take  do  struggle  cope with 
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Answers 

Exercise 1: 1. face, 2. succeed, 3. cope with, 4. do, 5. work, 6. take, 7. struggle, 8. build on 

Exercise 2: 1. thick, 2. keep, 3. great, 4. completely, 5. change 

 

Expansion activity 

a. Use your dictionary to find three collocations for each word. 

1. earn   ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 

2. change  ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 

3. draw  ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 

4. save   ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 

5. come  ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 

6. gain   ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 

7. stand  ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 

8. get   ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 

b. Choose one collocation for each word and make an example sentence. 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ____________________________________________________________________________________ 


